


FIRSTLY WHEN MY ROGUE'S ITEM 

NEEDED SCRATCHING AND I WENT 

FORTH FOR SOME SPORT. TWICE 

THEN BARRY ALLEN AND I MET IN 

SKIRMISHES. HE BEAT ME SQUARELY 

AND GOLINDLY QNE OF THOSE TIMES, 
To~e. 


Er COLT HAVE BEEN ANY 

SUMMER IN THE OPAL. ZF A 
MANIAC HADN'T DECIDED 1T 

WAG HIG YEAR TO BECOME 
A MANIAC. JOUGH I LET HIM \AI 
WIN THE OTHER. |i 


IF HE HADN'T A HORDE; FAGER 
AND WILLING ANDAWAITING THE 
WORD 12 ACT AS GAVAGELY 
INGANE AS THEIR LEADER. 





AND THEN I PLAYED HERO FOR 
A WEEK, KENT NELSON, HE OF 
THE YELLOW ANP BLUE AND 
MAGICAL WAYG, HAD NEEO OF 
ME,,. MY SINGULAR TALENTE. 


Alt, BUT THAT 'G ANOTHER TALE FOR 
HE YEAR ANOTHER TIME. AND NOT OF OPAL. 
WAS UNLIKE IN THE CITY THAT SUMMER... ANACID, 
ANY L CAN STINGING SUMMERAT THAT, THINCD 


RECALL, 


wa 
Y a = 
A 


CONVERSION BY 
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JAIL WAS HIS HOME MAINLY (THOUGH FROM WHAT 
TVE HEARD HE FAREV NO BETTER THERE THAN HE 
DIDON THE STREET 


8Y THE YEAR EVERYTHING CAME TO PAGS... 
RAGDOLL HAD GROWN OLD. IT HAD BEEN 4 
HED. Ee ETONTED 
npg ==> TUMBLING POWER HE HAD, NOW CAUIGED HIG 
if LIMES GREAT PAIN, 


PETTY THIEF INA 
GLY GUT. 


BUT IT WAS THEN HE DISCOVERED HE 

HAD A GIFT OF FAR MORE EFFECT THAN 

PHYSICAL DEXTERITY, HE 0 NEVER THOUGHT ' 

HIMGELF MUCH A SPEECHMAKER, ELIT HIS 

FATHER HAD BEEN A GIDE-SHOW BARKER, 

90 PERHAPS IT WAS A GIFT OF BIRTH HE 
NEVER KNEW HE HAD. 







RAGDOLL BEGAN TALKING. 
SPEAKING. OFFERING THE LOST 
AND THE LONELY A LEADER, 
ANC A CIRECTION TOTAKE THEIR 
EMPTY LIVES, AND THOSE CULTS ARE TEN A PENNY IN 
LONELY PEOPLE LISTENED. THIS COLINTRY, /T TAKED 
OQEATH, AND THE MEDIA DEATH 
, FOR A CULT TO GAIN 
EVEN A GLIMMER OF 
ATTENTION. 










THE RAGDOLL CULT BROLIGHT | 

MURDER TOOPAL CITY. 

INCEED, TOGHCH DEGREE 

THAT THEIR "GLINMER” OF 

NOTICE GOON FLARED INTO 
A BEACON. 







THE POLICE WERE POWERLESS. 
AFOLLOWER OR TWO WOULD BE 


THE 
RANDOMNESS 
OF THE VIOLENT 

ACTS THEY 
PERPETRATED 
QION'T HELP 

MATTERS. 


CRIME WITHOUT LOGIC 
OR PATTERN 1S HARD 
TO CIRCUMVENT. 


WHEN INDEED 7 THAT WAS 

PART OF THE PRAYER THAT 

COULDN'T BE ANSWERED. 

FOR STARMAN SEEMED AS 

BAEFLEO AS THE POLICE. HOW 

TOFINO THE RAGOOLL 7 HOW 
TO CATCH HIM ? 


IT WAS TOO MUCH OF A TASK 
FOR ONE MAN. EVEN ONE ARMED 
WITH THE POWER OF SUNS, 


LUCKILY TED KNIGHT HAD 
REALIZED THIS. NO ONE KNEW 
IT AT THE TIME, OF COURSE, BLT 

TED HAD BEEN A TRUE HERO 

THEN. 


“HOW LONG BEFORE 
STARMAN BRINGS THIS 
MADNESS TO AN ENC. 
HE MUST, HE 15 OUR 
PROTECTOR AND SO 


SOON, ITMUST BE GOON, 
BEFORE THE CITY 


DROWNS IN THE BLOOP 
OF IG CITIZENG.” 


SAKE OF HIS 


'SWALLOWEZ 
HIS PRIDE. AND HED PICKED 
UP THE PHONE, 


ANP MADE GOME CALLS, 


THANK YOU TED, TED, WE'RE YOUR 
FOR BEING FRIENZS. THATS ALL 
5 THERE |S 727 IT. 


WOU LALL UG... 





0 FUG 


OFRIENDS 
A TALE OF TIMES PAST 
Cpt arg hl Ole py pet 


YEARS 
/NE i) 


a 





AND THEN THERE'S GRAIL. IT6 A RETIRE 

MENT COMMUNITY, FOR VETERANS AN? 

SUCH, IT OFF TO THE SIDE OF THE CITY, 

IN A VALLEY BUILT INTO THE ROCKS JUST 
SOUTH OF HERE. 


WELL, THERE ARE 
THREE PROBLEMG " THERE ARE THE KIDNAPPED TWINS. 
5 TWO GIRLS, TWO YEARS OLD, THEY'RE THE 
CHILDREN OF SAMUEL SILBERT.., SAMS 
ONE OF OPAL'S LEADING BANKERS. 
HE HAG TO OPEN THE BANK VAULTS 
TO RAGDOLL BY TOMORROW 
OR THE CHILDREN DIE. SAM 
WAS TOLD THAT THEY'D 
ALSO DIE IF HE WENT TO 
THE POLICE. 


THE RAGDOLL'S MINIONS 

INTEND TO MARCH ON IT 

TONIGHT. ALARGE GROUP 
OF THEM. 


THERE 1S MLICH HAPPENING IN THE 
CITY THIS NIGHT,,.EVERY NIGHT THIZ 
PAST MONTH. ROBBERIES ASSAULTS, 


HOWEVER... THE GRAIL IF 
ONLY ACCESSIBLE BY 
CROSSING 4 LARGE 


AND MANY DEATHS, THE POLICE ARE BRIPGE, 


STRETCHED THIN. 


ANP BRIDGES 
CAN BE HELD, 


rae A Kine? RANSACKING7 
PERHARS THEY THINK 
THEY CAN TAKE THE WHOLE 
AREA HOSTAGE, 


WwHar ARE THe Se 


PALICEDOING 
ABOUT IT 7 


THE GRAIL HAS A 
GUARD, BUT IT'S 
ALIGHT ONE. 


ITS FLNNY THE AMOLINT OF TIMES 
I FOUGHT HIM. NOT ONCE DIDI 
EVER FEEL IN DANGER. ANDNOW-- 


9O, WE SPLIT UP 7 
ILL TAKE THE 
TWINS. 


AND WE THREE 
FIN RAGDOLL Z, 


FINDING THEM... 
SAVING THEM... 
ITS THE KIN 
OF TASK 
SUITED TOMY 
ABILITIES. 


THE WORLD IS CHANGING, 
SAY, THE FOES WE FOUGHT 
HAVE CHANGED... FOR. THE 
WORSE, MOST OF THEM. 





BATMAN, ONE OF THE , 

NEWER HEROES. HES GOTHAM'S 
PROTECTOR NOW, ME, L LOOK AT 
THE CITY I LISED TO GUARD AND SIGH. 
EVERY CRIME IS LIKE A CARNIVAL, NOW- 
ADAYS. EXCEPT THE BRIGHT MAGKS 
THE VILLAINS WEAR LISUALLY AREN'T 
REMOVABLE AT THE END. L DON’T 
UNDERGTAND IT... NOTANYMORE, 


HAHA, YEAH, AND YOU 
SPEED-SCOOPED 'T FULL 
OF ICE CREAM AND THEN 
TOSSED THE GAMBLER 
INTO IT AFTERWARTS. 


I DO HAVE A LEAD. WHERE THE 
RAGDOLL MIGHT @E. IT WAG LEFT 
RATHER MY¥S7ER/OUSLY INMY 
LABORATORY, INSTRUCTIONS IN 
VANISHING INK. L'VE NOTHING TO 
SHOW YOU NOW, BUT L REMEMBER 
THE LOCATION 
THAT IT SAID, 


ITCOULD BE A TRAP, 
SURE QION’T COME 
VIA THE MAILMAN. 


AND THERE IS 
41 GO MUC! 
DEATH, 


YEAH. 700 MUCH. 
WHEN DID ALL THE 
LUNATICS BECOME 
PBYCHOPATHS 7. 


NOW THAT WAG A VILLAIN. 
HE TOOK HIG DEFEAT 
WITH GRACE. 


AND WE 
LAUGHED ALL 
THE WAY 

HOME. 


BUT IT MIGHT WOT, 
WE SHOULD AT 
LEAST CHECK IT, 








HEY, AL, OO YOU REMEMBER, 
THAT TIME WE FOUGHT THE 
GAMBLER... NHEN HE WAS TRYING 
TO EXTORT MONEY FROM THAT 
ICE CREAM FACTORY IN KEYSTONE? 
AT THE ENP YOU FAGHIONED A 
HUGE OREEN Var. WITH YOUR 


a HUH. Err...NO. 





GO WE HAVE 
THE MIGHT. 
TOACCOMPLIGH 

MUCH. 


IN THE MORNING... 
IFALL GOES WELL... 
WE'LL MEET AGA/N, 





REMEMBER 
THE PAST WITH 
LIGHTER 
HEARTS. 





Zi Wwoncer wHar| 
THEY THOUGHT, 


Siar] 





YEAH, THE MONEY ‘LL BE. 
(EET FOR SURE, BUT 
OOP 1B 
Izy. 





V We STAY COOL LIKE THIS 
FOOD. WE SNUFF THE KIDS 
WHEN RAGDOLL TELLS US 
THE MONEY'S COME THROUGH, 

AND AFTER. We'L 
HAVE ENOUGH CAGH 
@\ FOR THREE HOT MEALG 
ADAY.. FOREVER: 





on@HAD OWMAN, DON'T 
KNOW WHO OR WHAT 
WARE ‘XACTLY, 


But LOT THE MIPS 
HERE, BOY, THE BABIES: 
Y'COME NEAR Ne. 
'N’ YOUR. SMOKE. + 





Mie-nire wou 
SMILE. IE HE WAS 
ONE FOR SMILING, 


THE SAVING 
OF INNOCENTS, 





OWE WAY TO \/ 
FIND B// 


SZ IMAGINE THEY 
I'D BE SURPRISED IF THE, 
ae 


OR 4 CONCERNED 
OPAL CITY REGIDENT, 


I WROTE EARLIER THAT ID 
BEEN AWAY FROM OFAL AT 
THE TIME, 
BUT THAT CIDN'T STOP ME FROM DONG 
ALITTLE OIGGING BEFORE I LEFT, 
NO,NOT AT 
ALL. 





70 GET TO THE GRAIL, 
THE RAGDOLL’6 MOB 


THE MOB HAD ALL NIGHT , 

TOWALK THEGE FORTY 

YARDS OF CONCRETE 
AND STEEL. 








‘50 GOOD. 
TOBE ALIVE.” 





6 HOW RAGDOLL 


THAT: 

THOUGHT HIMSELF, 
CERTAINLY, BY THIS: 
POINT INNS ASCENT. 





ANO IN THEGE DAYS OF SUPER 

THIS ANC THAT, ANP EVERY — 

THING ANP ONE, THE WORD/S 
USED OFTEN. 


BUT THESE THREE 
HEROES... THEY 
CAME CLOSE, SURELY, 


WITH THEIR DEEDS 
AND THEIR HEARTS 
AND THEIR. HOPES. 





YES. SOON, 
FIVE,,.TEN 
MINUTES. 


I CALLED, 


OVER AND OL/7; 
TED. FEELS 
; GOOP, HUH F 
BILLY O'DARE, 
COP FRIEND 


OF MINE. 


ww 


NOT OVER. 
A424 OF You 
WILL LAMENT 
THIS WIGHT. 


nT HAVE DIGLIPLES, TOO 
MANY FOR YOU TC SNARE, 


NEVER. NOT ALL OF THEM. 
IM OLD. LN TREC. 


NO PRISON BUILT CAN HOLD 
YOU 7 YOU WOLILOW’T BE 
THE FIRST TO SAY THAT. OR 
THE LAST NEVER TO SEE 
THE DAWA RISE OL/7S/IDE 
OF PRIGON WALL4 AGAIN. 


IFLGOINSICE, L'M 
AWARE 700 WELL THAT 
I'LL NEVER GET OUT 

AGAIN. 


I HAVE AN ARMY, AND LM 

THEIR LEADER... THEIR 

GOD. WHETHER IMINAIDE 
PRIGON OR WO7; 


LLL COMMYUMCATE WITH 
THEM, SMLIGGLE INGTRUC- 
TIONS OUT; ORDERS. 


PERTAINING TO 7 





FLASH GARRICK, 
YOU HAVE A 
MRS, FLASH GARRICK, 
AT HOME, VON'T YOU? 










GREEN RING, YOU HAVE 
A BROADCASTING COMPANY 
FLULL OF EMPLOYEES, AND 
BLILDINGS THAT COULD 

JUST AG ELGILY BE RUBBLE 
IF BOMBS WERE PLACED 
WITHIN THEM, 








= Newt 7] 
ALL THESE SOULS,,, 


THEGE PEOPLE YOU 

HOLP DEAR. LOMAKE 

MY FINAL PEACE 
WITH THEM. 


Vion wor tHe rockin 
Po VILLAIN LT WAS. L THINK 
PMY ACTIONS... EVERY- 
gm THING L'VE ACHIEVE? 


THIG FAST MONTH HAG 
PROVEN THAT. 


L INTEND TO 
GO ON PROVING 
THAT 700. 


QJ 
as 





AND MR. AN/GHT. 
MR. OPAL CITY. 
YOU HAVE SONS. 
TWO. 


42 YOU THREE 
WILL SOCW 
KNOW. 



















FOR HE SLIPPED HI5 BONDS 
WITH THE EASE OF CLD. 
AT WHICH POINT THE THREE 
HEROES EXPERIENCED... 


al 


Cae 


oe AMOMENT OF 
CONFUSION. 





A 





ltl 


aad ~_ 


ANC THEN THE RAGDOLL 
LAY DEAD. 


IT WAGN'T MLICH OF AN come OTT 
IVES eONON, AMAMAC = - all i 
DESERVEV WHAT HE GOT. 


THE PAPERS AND THE: A 
Ae. 


THE RAGDOLL'S BOOY WA: 
FROM THE MOROLE, 
THE FOLLOWING AFTERNOON, 





DY=y-[elant-]amaclele 


“THIS 1S WHAT 
SOME 
LOOKS LIKE” .- ie 





we 


